Norepinephrine-secreting tumor of the organ of Zuckerkandl. Response to propranolol alone.
A 24-year-old man with diagnosed pheochromocytoma of the organ of Zukerkandl, was successfully treated with propranolol hydrochloride to lower his blood pressure. In view of the positive response to propranolol, the patient was expected to have an epinephrine-secreting tumor. However, measurement of catecholamines showed that preoperative peripheral blood, vena caval samples from the tumor, intraoperative peripheral samples, and the tumor itself contained almost exclusively norephinephrine. A response of blood pressure to propranolol in a hypertensive patient does not rule out the possibility of a pheochromocytoma, even one with the usual norephinephrine predominance.